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PYRTON DRAFT STRUCTURE PLAN 
Statement by Member for Bassendean 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Bassendean) [12.23 pm]:  The Pyrton draft structure plan was released for public 
comment in 2004 with the extended period for public comment ending on 31 March 2005.  I have reviewed the 
public submissions on the draft plan, and although there is a variety of views, there is widespread agreement that 
public open space near the river should be priority one.  The plans for housing development outlined in the draft 
Pyrton structure plan must be modified.  The area identified for housing near the river must be kept as public 
open space.  This is the best spot on the whole Pyrton site.  It overlooks the river and must be made available for 
the public.  Housing should be developed away from the river and along Lord Street.  This issue has dragged on 
for too long.  The time for public consultation has passed.  It is time to get on with the job of returning Pryton to 
the public.  We should identify the small pocket for housing and then get on with the job of restoring the rest of 
the site as parkland.  The draft plan identifies that up to four per cent of the site could be used for community 
facilities.  There are no concrete plans for these types of facilities at the moment.  We should not wait until they 
are in place.  We should return Pyrton to parkland now and look at specific proposals in the future.  Neither 
should we wait until the funds from the sale of the urban land are available.  The funds for the restoration of 
parkland should be made available up-front and reimbursed to the Department of Housing and Works when the 
housing land is sold.  
 


